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SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: THE MAURITANIAN POSITION 
REF: RABAT 3156 

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING FORNMIN MOUKNASS, MAURITANIA HOLDS 
TO PREVIOUSLY STATED POSITION FAVORING PLEBICITE UNDER 

UN AUSPICES TO DECIDE FUTURE OF SPANISH SAHARA. MOUAKNASS 
REFUSED COMMENT ON NEW SPANISH PROPOSALS BECAUSE, HE SAID, 

HE HAS YET TO SEE THEM IN WRITING. HE HAS, HOWEVER, 

ALREADY CONFERRED WITH MOROCCAN AND ALGERIAN AMBASSADORS ON 
THIS SUBJECT AND WE EXPECT THAT OULD DADDAH AND BOUMEDIENNE 
WILL RENEW THEIR CLOSE COOPERATIVE DIALOGUE ON THE SAHARA 
ISSUE. 

2. CALLED ON FORNMIN MOUKNASS JULY 10 AND RAISED, INTER 
ALIA, SUBJECT NEW SPANISH PROPOSALS FOR SPANISH SAHARA 
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AUTONOMY. MOUKNASS READILY ADMITTED HE HAD CALLED IN BOTH 
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MOROCCAN AND ALGERIAN AMBASSADORS THIS WEEK TO DISCUSS NEW 
SPANISH MOVES. HE REPEATED GIRM'S LONG-HELD POSITION 
THAT SAHARA IS MAURITANIAN TERRITORY BUT ALSO REITERATED HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S POSITION THAT SAHARANS SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO 
DECIDE OWN FUTURE THROUGH PLEBICITE UNDER UN SPONSORSHIP. 
MOUKNASS DID NOT ADDRESS ISSUE OF FRANCHISE FOR PLEBICITE 
BUT DID SAY MAURITANIA WOULD RESPECT RESULTS OF VOTE. 

3. THOUGH MINISTER SPOKE IN CALM. MEASURED TERMS ABOUT 
SAHARA'S FUTURE, HIS PERSONAL FEELINGS ARE UNDOUBTEDLY 
WARMER. MOUKNASS HIMSELF. LIKE MANY IMPORTANT MAURITANIANS, 

IS THE SON OF A SAHARAN FAMILY THAT STILL LIVES IN THE 
TERRITORY. NO MATTER WHAT COURSE SAHARAN POLITICS TAKE, 
MOUKNASS IS CONVINCED THAT TERRITORY WOULD HAVE CLOSEST 
RELATIONSHIP WITH MAURITANIA. AFTER ALL. MOUAKNASS SAID, 

THE SAHARANS ARE ALL KIN TO US (MAURITANIANS). 

4. COMMENT: GIRM CHAMPIONING OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR 
SPANISH SAHARA IS REALISTIC POLICY FOR IMAGE CONSCIOUS THIRD 
WORLD COUNTRY INCAPABLE OF UNILATERALLY PRESSING ITS OWN 
CLAIM TO TERRITORY. FONMIN S EASY MANNER, HOWEVER, BELIES 
SERIOUSNESS WITH WHICH GIRM WOULD VIEW ANY CHANGE IN STATUS 
OF SPANISH SAHARA. IN FACT. GIRM MAY SECRETLY PREFER STATUS 
QUO. MAURITANIA HAS ALWAYS FEARED A COMMON BORDER WITH 
MOROCCO. IT ONLY IN 1970 THAT MOROCCO DROPPED ITS CLAIM 

TO MAURITANIA AND RECOGNIZED GIRM. SINCE THEN GIRM HAS 
DEVELOPED A "SPECIAL" RELATIONSHIP WITH ALGERIA PARTIALLY 
AS A HEDGE AGAINST ANY RENEWED MOROCCAN AMBITIONS IN MAURITANIA 
AND THE SAHARA (SEE NOUAKCHOTT A- 1 8 FOR DETAILS). IT SHOULD BE 
REMEMBERED THAT IT WAS BOUMEDIENNE WHO SPOKE FOR BOTH HIMSELF 
AND A PASSIVE OULD DADDAH AT AGADIR LAST YEAR. (RABAT 3443 
JULY 1973) AS IN PAST. IT DOUBTFUL GIRM WILL HAVE ANY 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NEW SPANISH POLICY UNTIL OULD DADDAH HAS 
HAD OPPORTUNITY CONFER WITH HIS BIG BROTHER IN ALGERIA. 

SHURTLEFF 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DEPENDENCY POLICIES, SELFDETERMINATION, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, TERRITORIAL CLAIMS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 JUL 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: shawdg 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974NOUAKC00900 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7401 86-0783 
From: NOUAKCHOTT 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740758/aaaabxfv.tel 

Line Count: 96 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: RABAT 3156 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: shawdg 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 APR 2002 by shawdg>; APPROVED <26 FEB 2003 by shawdg> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SPANISH SAHARA: THE MAURITANIAN POSITION 
TAGS: PFOR, PDEV, MR, SS, SP, UN 
To: STATE RABAT 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



